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INDIAN HILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH October 15, 2017

Welcome to Indian Hills and 
to the worship of the one, true 
God who remembers His own! He 
promised to never leave or forsake 
us, and we know He won’t because 
He keeps His promises. 

Lord’s Supper Tonight
We will partake of the Lord’s 

Supper tonight at Sunday Night 
Church. Be sure to talk with your 
children this afternoon about the 
significance of this event and how 
we are to prepare our hearts before 
partaking of the elements.

It is fitting that each of us 
pause and remember the death of 
Christ on our behalf. All who have 
received Jesus Christ as Savior are 
invited to participate.

Be Ready
Many people want to delay 

their decision to trust Christ to a 
future time. The truth is, that day 
may never come and many will be 
left behind.

Jesus doesn’t want this to hap-
pen to anyone, which is why He 
told the parable of the Ten Virgins 
(Matt. 25:1–13). He wants us to be 
ready for His soon return.

The parable shows that brides-
maids were to be ready at any mo-

ment since the bridegroom might 
arrive at any time.

However, only five of the ten 
bridesmaids were ready when the 
bridegroom arrived. The five who 
were unprepared had to go pur-
chase oil for their lamps and when 
they returned, the door to the mar-
riage feast was shut. Although they 
begged to enter, it was too late.

Jesus Christ is coming soon. If 
you have not believed in His death 
and resurrection, you are not pre-
pared for His soon arrival. This is 
a serious matter you have neglect-
ed with horrible consequences.

We beg you to seek God’s for-
giveness while there is still time.

What Lies Ahead?
Admittedly, we do not know 

what the future holds. We know 
not what a day may bring forth 
(see Prov. 27:1). We cannot predict 
the outcome of the current world 
situation. We do not know what the 
end of these things shall be. And 
yet, is the future entirely a blank?

For the Christian, the answer 
is plain. The Bible has revealed 
what lies ahead—not to satisfy cu-
riosity, but to move men to repen-
tance and faith and to strengthen 
the hearts of His people.
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Meet Our New Staff
Sydney Marra

Sydney Marra is the newest 
receptionist, sharing the job with 
Taysha Slade, Hannah Ganshorn, 
and Madison DeRiese.

Sydney Marra

When she isn’t answering 
the phone, Sydney may be found 
working on the Alpha Omega an-
nouncements, keeping track of at-
tendance for all the Sunday school 
classes, or helping with whatever 
needs to be done.

Sydney was raised in a Chris-
tian family and she has attended 
Indian Hills her entire life. “As a 
child, my parents read Bible stories 
to me and my three brothers, and 
talked about Jesus frequently,” Syd-
ney said. “I knew about God from 
as far back as I can remember.”

At night, Sydney’s parents 
prayed with her before she went to 
bed. “I was encouraged to finish 
the day by spending time with the 
Lord. That stuck with me and is 
important to me even now. I want 

to finish my day in prayer, talking 
to the Lord.”

Sydney also spent a lot of time 
with her grandparents, Dick and 
Jan Bergt. “I have many precious 
memories of Grandpa reading the 
account of Christ’s birth from the 
Bible while I looked at their nativ-
ity set. The best thing is that they 
always had time for me,” Sydney 
said.

“Grandpa would challenge 
me to be in the Word. Grandma 
encouraged me to have a good at-
titude and not complain. She even 
had a little song she’d sing about 
complaining.”

As a child, Sydney knew all the 
answers in Sunday school but she 
was still lacking a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ. Then, 
one night at Awana, the teacher 
talked about hell and eternity. 
“Suddenly I knew I was not saved, 
and although I knew how to be 
saved, I wasn’t. It was terrifying 
to realize I would not be spending 
eternity with Christ.”

After the lesson, Sydney 
prayed. “I told God I knew I was a 
sinner and deserved to go to hell. I 
believed Jesus died to pay the pen-
alty for my sins and that I wanted 
to be His child.” Sydney was born 
into God’s family.

Sydney’s passion is working 
with children. “I love working with 
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pre-school children and seeing 
how God is working in their young 
lives,” Sydney said. “It makes my 
heart happy to see them listen to a 
Bible story and absorb the Truth. 

Sydney will graduate in May, 
2018. She currently works Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Fridays, afternoons.

Madison DeRiese
Madison DeRiese is a student 

at UNL, studying architecture. 
She also works as our church 
receptionist Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday mornings from 8:00 
a.m.—12:30 p.m.

Madison DeRiese

Besides answering the phone, 
Madison mails bulletins to shut-
ins and out-of-town members. On 
Wednesdays, she puts Gil’s mes-
sage, with sign language included 
for the deaf, on YouTube. She helps 
Aaron Nicholson, Duane Nelsen, 
and Jeff Horn with daily tasks, 
and dusts the piano on Fridays. If 
you need help, please let Madison 
know, as she is ready and able to 
serve you.

Madison grew up in a Chris-
tian home and says, “My parents 
were great. My mother read me a 
Bible story every night. In kinder-
garten, I attended a Bible study 
with her and attended Awana. We 
talked about Bible verses a lot. 
If I had a bad attitude, we talked 
about how God wants me to think. 
Everything in our home revolved 
around Christ.

“I honestly thought I was 
saved by going to church and being 
a good person,” Madison said. “I 
was not concerned about having a 
relationship with Christ. At school 
I was a sweet kid, but it was all an 
act. At home I fought with Mom 
and found ways to pick on my 
sister. I knew how to push people’s 
buttons.”

In fifth grade, Madison at-
tended Bible Study Fellowship, 
Girls of Grace and church. “It was 
the worst year of my life because I 
fought with my parents every day. 
While going through Exodus in 
BSF, questions about the death of 
Christ angered me. I hated having 
to study the Bible. My anger got 
worse. In April, I went to Sunday 
School and I was asked, ‘Are you 
truly saved?’ I was mad. That 
night at Girls of Grace I was asked 
that question again. I wanted to 
scream, ‘Yes! Why do you ask this 
all the time?’ “

Things began to change for 
Madison. God was drawing her 
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Save the Date

Ladies Retreat
True Wisdom Found: 
The joyful mindset of 

fearing God

February 23 & 24, 2018

Lied Lodge in Nebraska City
Teachers: Nancy Butterfield, 
Sheila Abresch, Deb Terry, 

LaVon Sperling, Carrie Smith

and she starting thinking about 
what happens after death.  The 
next night at Bible study, “I read 
how Jesus was the ultimate sac-
rifice, and if we trusted in Him, 
we could have a relationship with 
him.”

“I asked my mother, ‘What 
would happen if I died?’ She went 
through the gospel with me and 
said, ‘When you believe Jesus 
died for your sins and accept His 
free give of salvation, you become 
God’s child.’ I wanted to be God’s 
child more than anything. We 
prayed together and I asked Jesus 
to come into my life and change 
me.”

Madison was a new creature 
in Christ. “Little by little I stopped 
fighting with my parents. Bible 
study became a priority to me and 
I wanted to be kind to others to 
please Jesus.”

Madison is involved with 
Alpha Omega, she rides with her 
father on Sunday nights for the van 
ministry, and she plays violin in 
the church orchestra.

Now when asked, “Are you 
truly saved?” Madison is happy to 
say, “Yes!”

Rachel Gould
As the new church secretary, 

Rachel is responsible for making 
weekly deposits, ordering of-
fice supplies, and helping Duane 
Nelsen, Aaron Nicholson and Jeff 
Horn with events, projects, and 
day-to-day tasks.

Rachel Gould
If you have a question about a 

future event, or want to reserve a 
room, Rachel is the one to call. She 
will get your event on the church 
calendar and make sure the room 
or area is ready for you.

Continued from page 5

Receptionists
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Besides that, Rachel is a 
friendly face, willing to help with 
whatever needs to be done. Ra-
chel can be contacted at Rachel.
Gould@ihcc.org or by calling 
the church at 402-483-4541. The 
receptionist will put you through 
to her.

Born and raised in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, Rachel grew up in a 
Christian home and has attended 
Indian Hills her entire life. “I was 
at church all the time,” Rachel 
said. “Dad worked at church and 
since my sisters and I were home-
schooled, Mom took us with her 
to Titus Tuesday, let us help with 
food service, and come to church 
to eat lunch with Dad. Home 
schooling gave me a lot of freedom 
to be involved with many minis-
tries growing up, especially in my 
high school years, which gave me 
a real heart for serving in the body. 

“Since I had grown up in a 
Christian home and knew all the 
facts about becoming a Christian, 
I figured I must be a Christian. I 
prayed for salvation hundreds of 
times because I was afraid of go-
ing to hell, but always had the fear 
I wasn’t truly saved.”

In eighth grade, the Lord 
opened Rachel’s eyes. “Denelle 
Scholle talked to me and a friend 
before the Bible study,” Rachel 
said. “She asked if I had a relation-
ship with the Lord. I thought I did. 
My friend said she had a passion 
for reading the Word.”

Rachel was taken back. “I 
knew that was not true of me. I 
knew the Bible is true and I knew 
who Jesus is and that He died on 
the cross, but I didn’t have the de-
sire to read the Word or please the 
Lord. My only desire was to not 
get into trouble.”

That night Rachel realized 
that a relationship with the Lord 
is more than what it looks like on 
the outside. “I knew that it really 
mattered if I wanted to live for the 
Lord or just look good to people 
around me.” Rachel repented of 
her sins and believed Jesus paid 
her sin penalty on the cross. She 
was born again.

“A few weeks later my dad 
lost his job at church. I felt like I 
should be upset, but I wasn’t. God 
gave me peace. I was calm, trust-
ing in the Lord. I knew the Lord 
was in control. I realized that the 
Lord was showing me that I really 
am His child and He will take care 
of me.”

Rachel experienced great 
spiritual growth in high school. 
“God gave me a strong desire to be 
a good example of what Christian-
ity looks like. I am a high school 
sponsor now because my high 
school sponsors had a huge influ-
ence in my life.”

www.ihcc.org
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Menno Simons (1496-1561)
Menno Simons entered seminary 

in the Netherlands, only a few years 
after Martin Luther’s trial in Ger-
many. Because this was at the height 
of the Reformation, he was forbid-
den from reading the Bible. After 
becoming a priest he stumbled across 
a Lutheran work defending infant 
baptism, found it lacking, and turned 
his attention to Scripture.

A few years later he was convert-
ed to Christ, renounced his ordina-
tion, and was baptized.

He spent the rest of his life a 
wanted man. Charles V, the same 
Emperor who oversaw Luther’s trial, 
led the manhunt for Simons. A reward 
was offered for his capture, and those 
found guilty of aiding him were ex-
ecuted on the spot.  

Despite Simon’s commitment to 
pacifism, he and his followers were 

also persecuted by the Reformers, 
who viewed them as a threat to their 

own reformations. 
They were called 
“ana-Baptists” 
(literally—“re-bap-
tizers”), a deroga-
tory term meant to 
mock believer’s bap-
tism. Many of them 
were drowned or 
burnt; in fact, more Menno Simons

Anabaptists were killed by Protestants 
than Protestants were by Catholics.

After Simon’s death, his follow-
ers had no place in Europe where they 
could call home, and many eventually 
fled to the Americas. Because of his 
commitment to Scripture, believer’s 
baptism, regenerate church member-
ship, and church-discipline, Simons is 
remembered as “the first evangelical 
pastor.”
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Jonathan Edwards
Beginning	October	11		

All	are	Welcome

Wednesday Night Study at 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 18 ............................................................. Jim Titus

Wills, Estates, Trusts, Financial Planning
A good steward plans for the future including disability and death. Jim 
will also discuss wills, power of attorney, trusts, and probate. This infor-
mation is something everyone needs at some point. Both young and old 
will benefit from this class.

Oct. 25 .................................................Jeff Riekenberg

Budgeting, Spending
Spending without a plan can get out of hand fast. Preparing a budget and 
planning for unexpected expenses takes work, but is worth the effort.

Now Available on Android 
and Kindle Tablets!
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Deaf Ministry Update

Village Pie Maker Pies

We, the Deaf Ministry team, 
would like to say thank you to all 
who prayed for our Deaf confer-
ence, we know the Lord heard and 
answered many of our prayers.  

A special thank you to Gil 
(and Marilyn) for the Friday night 
Q&A to kick off the weekend; to 
Kathy Moser, Nancy Price and 
Lynne Jensen for the special treats 
you made; to Lynne Jensen for her 
extra special love and care for the 
little ones; to Tom Price for his 
videoing skill extraordinaire; to 
Nancy Price and Elizabeth Flaugh 
for their servant hearts; and last, 
but definitely not least, to Rob Jen-
sen and Adam Flaugh for teaching 
their lessons on true-saving faith 
and how to share that faith with 
others. 

What an incredible weekend 
that was God-focused and honor-
ing to Him as we learned more 
about who He is and His incredible 
gift of salvation. We truly serve an 
awesome God and couldn’t have 
hosted the conference without this 
Body of Christ being willing to 
serve others.  

Also, one last thank you . . . 
for being one of the first ministries 
to use our beautiful, magnificent 
“event kitchen”; what a blessing.

Please continue to pray for the 
Deaf who attended as the Lord 
is drawing some to Himself and 
doing what only He can do . . . the 
miracle of salvation.   

In His Love and Service 
Perry & Lori Beard

Today is the last day to order

Stop by the table in the south lobby 
and place your order today!
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Children’s Studies
Children’s Sunday School. The 
children reviewed recent lessons.
Children’s Church. The children 
studied Genesis 25 and 27 and 
learned about God choosing Jacob 
over Esau. The lesson goal is to 
recognize that God promised to 
bless Jacob instead of Esau.

Information
Cleaners Needed for a special as-
signment and for vacuuming once 
every five weeks. If you would like 
to help, contact Tami Coffin, 402-
366-3490.
Attention Deaf. There will be no 
interpreted services for the Deaf 
today (October 15).
Titus Tuesday. Join us Tuesday at 
9:15 a.m. for a light brunch. Carrie 
Smith will be teaching “God’s Will 
for Women.”  Discussion group 
will follow. Child care provided.

Van Ministry. Van drivers and 
riders are needed for Sunday eve-
nings. We want to make transpor-
tation available for children to at-
tend Girls of Grace, Boys of Faith, 
and Sonshine Kids beginning 
November 5. For more informa-
tion or to volunteer, contact Dalton 
Dowding at 402-470-1605 or leave 
a message with the church recep-
tionist at 402-483-4541.
New Kitchen Orientations will 
be held Tuesday, October 17 at 11 
a.m. (after Titus Tuesday) and Sun-
day, October 22 at 5 p.m. Come 
learn how the new dishwashing 
room functions. You’ll also learn 
about the new gas ovens, and 
electric warming ovens, and how 
to brew coffee. We’ll walk you 
through the process of planning 
your next ministry event, which 
will probably (or should!) include 
food! Questions to Merrily Bailey 
(402) 730-7617.
Missionary Prayer group will 
meet on Wednesday, October 18 at 
1:30 p.m. in the Lending Library.   
All women are welcome.
Orchestra meets on Wednesday at 
6:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. the 
following Sunday. Contact Aaron 
Nicholson, 402-483-4541, if you’d 
like to join.
Awana Workers are needed for 
Sparks (K-2) girls. We need three 
ladies to help listen to Bible verses 
from 7:00–7:45 p.m.
Singers Needed for the Choir. We 
meet on Wednesdays from 7:00–

Save the Date

Men’s 
Seminar

February 16 & 17, 2018
Speaker: Randall Price
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Last Week’s Message
October 8 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 2016                
Massive Death Yet Ongoing Defi-
ance. Revelation 9:12-21
October 8 PM. Gil Rugh. GR 2098. 
The Adoption as Sons Given the 
Spirit. Galatians 4:6-7

8:30 p.m. in the Choir Room and 
sing every other Sunday. Contact 
Aaron Nicholson, 402-483-4541, if 
you’d like to sing in the choir.
Nursing Home/Retirement Home 
ministry. Our annual meeting will 
be Sunday, October 29 after the 
morning service. All current vol-
unteers and anyone interested in 
joining are encouraged to attend. 
More information will be forth-
coming. Note: there are three more 
retirement homes/care centers be-
ing built in Lincoln.
Junior High meets on Wednesday 
at 7:00 p.m. for Bible study at the 
Cornerstone House.
Girls’ Choir meets on Wednesday 
at 5:00 p.m. in the Choir Room. 
All girls are welcome.
Hospitality Ministry needs two 
workers. One person is needed to 
help at the information desk and 
one is needed to greet others at 
the southwest doors on Sunday 
mornings. Please let Brian Willet 
(brian.willet@outlook.com) know 
if you’re interested.
If you know of someone who 
would benefit spiritually from a 
regular visit or if you’d like to get 
involved visiting the sick through 
the Visitation Ministry, please talk 
to Curt Kuster or Aaron Nichol-
son, 402-483-4541.
Nursery Workers are needed for 
the second hour. Please contact 
Cheryl Slade, 402-770-3055, if you 
would like to help.

Creative Sewers will meet Tues-
day, October 17, at 11:30 a.m. for 
lunch and sewing. 
Door 2 Door Evangelism (in the 
neighborhoods of Lincoln) meets 
each Monday at 6:15 p.m., weather 
permitting. Meet at the north 
entrance of IHCC (by the security 
desk). Everyone is welcome to 
attend. If you’ve never been out 
before, we will pair you up with 
someone who has experience and 
you can learn by observing.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door 
Evangelism. If you’d like to help, 
call Adam Flaugh, 402-310-2070.
Substitute Nursery Workers are 
needed for all three services on 
Sunday. If you’re available for one 
or all three services, call Stephanie 
Dowding, 402-416-9868, and she 
will put you on the list.
Hospitalizations. Please call the 
church, 402-483-4541, and notify 
Pastor Aaron Nicholson or Curt 
Kuster of all hospitalizations and 
births.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday

Sunday Night Church 6:00 p.m.
Communion

Boys of Faith 6:00 p.m.
Girls of Grace 6:00 p.m.
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m.

 
Monday

Door 2 Door 6:15 p.m.
Sisters 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday
Titus Tuesday 9:15 a.m.

New Kitchen Orientation 11:00 a.m.
Creative Sewers 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday
Missionary Prayer 1:30 p.m.

Girls’ Choir 5:00 p.m.
Orchestra 6:00 p.m.

Awana 6:45 p.m.
Choir 7:00 p.m.

Junior High Study 7:00 p.m.
Issues . . . World 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Night Study 7:00 p.m.

Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7:00 p.m.

Friday
Girls of Grace Overnighter
Boys of Faith Fall Campout

Saturday
Girls of Grace Overnighter
Boys of Faith Fall Campout

Future Events
October 22

New Kitchen Orientation 5:00 p.m.

October 24
Intermission 6:15 p.m.

October 27, 28
AO Fall Retreat

October 29
Nursing Home Annual 

Meeting 11:30 a.m.
Dessert Social 7:30 p.m.

November 4
Dodgeball Tourney 
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

November 5
Daylight Saving Time Ends

November 7–10
Branson Tour

November 12
Baptism

November 15
Pie Pick Up 6:00-8:00 p.m.

November 23
Thanksgiving 

Church Building Closed

November 24
Church Building Closed

December 10
Children’s Christmas Program 6 p.m.

December 17
Adult Christmas Concert 6 p.m.
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